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Psalm 95: 2  Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, let us shout 

joyfully to Him with psalms. 

“Thankfulness opens your heart to My Presence and your mind to My thoughts. 

 

We have been busy quilters!  The ladies have decided they want to start meeting weekly instead of 

twice a month.  It’s fun for me to see them really excited about quilting.  

 

Astrid brought the quilt she was working on to finish the 

binding.  It was beautiful. 

  

  

 

 

She also brought the quilt on the right, in to show us.   

She was teaching some teenage girls how to quilt and 

they decided to make this design!  It is so fun for me 

to see my ladies teaching others. 

 

 

Eileen was able to join us again.  She had 

quite an ordeal in the hospital here, but she 

survived and started feeling much better after 

she returned home.  When you are told by 

the nurse you are to clean up your own 

hospital room…….That is a story in itself.  Her 

quilt is almost finished 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My dear friend, Palma from Budapest, Hungary came down to have a two day quilting retreat for us.  She 

brought a pattern for a “Sisters of the Bible” quilt to teach us.  We met all day Thursday and Friday.  She did a 

wonderful job sharing with us stories from the Bible about sister relationships, a different one to think about 

for each of the 5 baskets as we learned how to put the squares together. 

 

Azra also joined us again, she even helped by 

translating some for Palma.  Palma also asked her each 

time to read the Bible passage for each basket. Azra 

has never read the Bible before, but she didn’t seem to 

mind.   

 

 

 

At our lunch break, Palma shared her testimony with us in English and then in the afternoon she sat with Azra 

and Demka sharing it Bosnian, so she could do it on a more personal level. 

 

 

Demka is back with the group again.  After the 

summer break we couldn’t get in touch with her.  

Finally when we tried calling her before the 

retreat she answered her phone.  Where she lives 

with her nephew, they do not have electricity, so 

the phone may not have gotten charged before. 



 

 

Asima was able to join us for a few hours.  She continues to 

deal with high blood pressure.  She didn’t look like she felt 

well, but was very determined to do some quilting.  Her 

daughter-in-law, Jenny, brought her.  Jenny couldn’t stay to 

make the full quilt so decided to make a hot pad instead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While we quilted, my team 

mate, Kristie and her friend, 

Vanessa scrapbooked at a 

table in our room too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jenny, Asima and Eileen had to leave early so were not in the picture above.  Believe it or not, none of us were 

able to finish the quilt in the two day time period, be we managed to make the basket squares. We will 

continue to finish the quilts  and I will try to take pictures of each as they are all different.  We are having so 

much fun learning new quilt designs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise and Prayer Items:  Thank you for praying for Asima, she has had a rough winter with her health.  Please 

continue to pray for her.   Also a praise that Eileen is feeling much better too.   

Please pray that Azra will come to know the truth of the gospel.  She seems very open, loves coming and 

listens each time we have a devotional at the beginning of our meetings.  Shortly following our quilting retreat, 

her 6 year old daughter had her tonsils taken out.  I was able to Facebook message her to let her know I was 

praying for her daughter, she was very thankful for that.  She said her throat hurt so bad that she couldn’t eat 

for over a week and stayed home a full two weeks from school to recuperate.  Cold drinks are not part of the 

culture here, and Azra told me that her daughter did not like having to drink cold things.   We certainly take for 

granted the wonderful health care we can get in the states compared to here. 

Thank you all for your constant prayers for this ministry. 

Serving Him with you, Day by Day! 

Jill Couch 

Any monetary donations may be sent to: EFCA/ReachGlobal, 901 East 78th Street, Minneapolis, MN 

55420. Please designate any gift for our Sarajevo Ministry Account, Account #6824. Please mark them for 

the “Quilt Club”. For non-monetary contributions, please contact me via email at: Jill.Couch@efca.org. 
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